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March 16, 1955 


MEMORANDUM TO THE AMBASSADOR 
FROM: RAN 

W °“ ’ lth «—» Ambles on Sect *oblem. 

General Gambles called this morning and preaented the attached paper 

which should be made the subject of » ♦ , 

telegram to the Department, but 

y r * 1 ' ,Sliere ’ with Colonel lansdale. 

General Gambiez stated that his neoni* 

TPTU _ t^is people are working with ours in 

iKiw on the question of ^ j 

- - an is ,i ; i rr:;" the secte ~ - *— — 

‘ technlc al Point of vies. Heaver, 

::r “ ~ a„ d 

wos could be better discussed nith the Mass, and not in a 
group of fo French md ^ 

see w> Fot th l* reason he came to 

sentsV'” 4 ^ th8 - attaChed Pap ' r !,ara ‘= ra P h * Paragraph. It repre- 
ys, not the French point of view but an objective analysis 

Cr " teSiS * — - - received himself from 

Who ha t thS Qr WhiCh hSS COme t0 him thr0Ugh his Officers 

who have been in touch with the Sects. 

In brief, the paper concludes that th* + ,, 

, ,, Sects ^0 not trust Diem 

and that they will not tHv* , T x hi -^^hW*** 

Government. Wem is Chief of the 

Gambles stated that 

in South Vietnam had 

been turned over to the Vietnamese since k »n i* 

JOmwu since Jfe, on February 1, replaced 

General 'ftewuchi The vc x A 

^orityU^Z^ ' 8 6rn 31,63 ^ Wer t0 the Fietna ^e ■?; 
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5ai ~ im «- ^ ^ arcas on Fsbmry 1S _ 

or the Vietnam ^ ^ “* *"** " 6WStS " 

, h . * ebruary 10 payments of subsidies to 

;r::i:::r::r • *- f - ~ - - - 

to be used, along * Uh an ^ ^ h"" P ” Mnt ° “ < ’ aparate kltt r 

*"*"■ as «y be „eces”He ^ ^ ^ ^ 

— >*, .1" “Z “ Z >- 

shortly to be tried B TOtly LegIom » 1 «», *re y 

that r "o accepts « as his full r esponsibility to see 

that no further ams get to the Sects. 

Paging to the subiect of +»,« tt, x 

• hD „ . J 0,6 Wotnamese National Amy, he said 

finds sn 4. j 

•*» ■ — - -zniitT 7 “““ “ 

r: — ■ * — ~ — rrr:rr- 

themselves thououghly. He referred to m • 

Amy for political n 6 rcP ° rted ^ ° f «iohhl 

political purposes and to his taHn* » *• 

ihforming the Minister of Defense 10 " S ^ " ith0Vt 

There is often diffe 8ent ° r NaM ° mlAn ^ Oonmanders. 

ten d «*««>oe or opinion betueen Diem and his s „ 
concerning his requests for action to th r Contenders 

to Diem's repeated insist ^ “ Ma " Ple ’ he referrad 

p ated insistence that the French wh« 

P-S^JlHt^lant, turn over that T 

' This plant is onn ,♦ responsibility to the Viet^nese. ; 

info^ o 1 headqWrterS ’ ^ M1 hh has 

informed Gambiez that he ^ t. 

that he fears the Binh X ° Ver res POnsibaity, and 

8 zne B inn Xuyen would reearrf <+ „ 

gard it as open provocation. 
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General Gambiez told me in strict confidence that Defense Minister 
Miitfi had told him that he believes the problem of the Sects pannot 
be «■ resolved as long as there is no Minister of the Interior and 


negotiations have to be directly -with Diem. Minh suggested the naming 
of a Vice President or of a Minister of the Interior who might have the 
direct responsibility. Minh did not suggest, however, removal of Diem. 

In discussing his own position, Ganibiez said that he fears Diem 
no longer has the same confidence in him that he had when his sole job was 
that of the refugees. Ganibiez states that in the past it has not been 
possible for the French fprces to entirely briak with the Sects, but that 
responsible French Officers have had to use their influence to placate 
the Sects and to keep them from making active trouble. He states that 
he and his Officers have always been completely loyal to the French and / 

American position in support of Diem, and that they have had certain 
success with the Binh Xuyen and the Cao Dai, but that no one can establish 
a point of contact with Soai of the Hoa Hao. He adds that in his own . 

military career he, Gambiez, has never met a more difficult problem h - 

He believes that the Sect problem can be controlled, but that it will 
take time; that integration and resettlement must be completed before 
one can realistically expect the Sects to give up their arms and really 
face up to the fact of one National Anny. - 

General Gambiez ended the conversation by stating that he had been 
given full authority by Sly to discuss the above subjects and to wprk 
on then, and that he is at your disposal should you wish to see him. He 
stated that he is acting in full good faith and is anxious tp be pf any 
assistance which he can. 

RAKidderAar 
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F I C HE 

RAISONS QUE PEUVENT INVOQUER LES SECTES 


POUR CONSERVER LEUR ARMEMENT 


La puissance spirituelle des Sectes repose non 
seulement sur une base spirituelle, mais aussi et surtout 
sur une force materielle representee par les elements armes 
qu’elles ont mis sur pied. 

II est certain qu’elles tiennent k conserver et 
meme a accroltre et & renforcer ces Elements armes qui cons- 
tituent le principal garant de leurs privileges, de leurs 
inter§ts particuliers et meme de leur existence et qu'elles 
n'ont pas du tout 1’ intention de remettre leur armement aux 
autorites nationales. 

Les arguments qu'elles mettent en avant pour gar- 
der cet armement sont les suivants s 

1 0 ) L' armistice n'est pas la paix; notre mission 
n'est pas t ermine e; il y a encore des V.M. au NAMBO et nous 
devons continuer a les combattre pour assurer la protection , 
de nos adeptes. En outre, nous devons etre prets a lutter •. 
contre l'A.P.V.N. au cas ou la guerre reprendrait*. Loin de 
rendre nos armes, nous en demandons de nouvelles et la reno- 
vation de 1' armement ancien. 

2°) L'Arm^e Rationale n'est pas capable -d' assurer 
la pacification du pays; en consequence, cette tache nous 
appartient. Nous sommes d'ailleurs specialises dans la garde 
de 1' infrastructure territoriale . 
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3°) La rnoitie de notre armement nous appartient; 
nous l’avons achete, fabrique ou pris sur les rebelles. Nous 
entendons le conserver. 

4°) Le Gouvernement a promis de nous integrer; 
lorsque nous serons entierement integres nous rendrons notre 
armement actuel . 


5°) Si nous rendons notre armement, le President 
DIEM, en qui nous n'avons pas confiance, en profitera pour 
nous aneantir car tout le monde sait que tel est son but. 

6°) De toutes fagons, nous estimons qu'aucune nego- 
ciation relative a cet armement n'est possible tant que le 
President DIEM sera Chef de Gouvernement. 



